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“Catholic Shakespeare?”
A Letter in Response to Thomas Merriam*

Dear Sirs, 

T. Merriam writes that “Honigmann states incorrectly in ‘Catholic 
Shakespeare?’ that William was baptised during the reign of Queen 
Mary. He was born in 1564 during the reign of Elizabeth” (Merriam 
104). What I actually wrote was that “it would not be too surprising if 
Shakespeare, probably brought up as a Catholic (the first child of John 
and Mary Shakespeare was baptised in the reign of Queen Mary), 
remained a church papist” (Honigmann 57-58). The first child of 
Shakespeare’s parents was Joan, baptised on 15 September 1558, two 
months before Queen Elizabeth succeeded Queen Mary. 

        Yours sincerely, 

    Ernst Honigmann 

*Reference: Thomas Merriam, “A Letter in Response to ‘Catholic Shakespeare,’” 
Connotations 13.1-2 (2003/2004): 103-04; E. A. J. Honigmann, “Catholic Shake-
speare? A Response to Hildegard Hammerschmidt-Hummel,” Connotations 12.1 
(2002/2003): 57-58. 

    For the original article as well as all contributions to this debate, please check 
the Connotations website at <http://www.connotations.de/debhonigmann01201.htm>.
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